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In re Appin- Of: Steve Searby 
Application No.: 10/680,059 

CLAIM AMmOMENTS 

Please cancel claiins 1-4, 17 and 24 and 25, without prejudice, and amend claims 5-9, 
11,13,16, and 1 8 as indicated below, so that after entry of the amendment the claims will 
read as follows: 

(Claims 1 -4 cancelled). 

5. (Cuirently amended) The underground cabl & layine ttpporotus of claim ^, 

An underground cable laving apparatus, comprising: 
a mounting yoke : 

a pair of angulariv displaced tuif slicine wheels rotatably counled to the mounting 
vokB> the turf slicing wheels defining a forward contact area therebetween, and being 
angularly displaced telative to one another along both a hori2ontal_and_a vertical axis of the 
mounting yoke: 

a cable guide tube positioned aft of the forward contact area of the turf slicing wheels, 

the cable guidejhdiehaying a cable inlet and a cable outlet: 

a turf closure housing oivotally coupled relative totbe mounting yoke: 

a pair of angularly positionedJaiTfclosing wheels rotatablv coupled to the turf closure 

housing: and 

a pair of closure assembly mounting arms fixablv coupled to the mounting yoke: 
wherein the turf closure housing is pivotally coupled to_the_clo_sure assembly 
mounting aims^ and the turf closure housing includes at least one positLoning member 
adapted to contact at least one of die closure assembly mounting arms to limit pivotal travel 
of the turf closuie housing in at least one direction. 

6. (Currently amended) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim JJ, +, 
further comprising a feed tube support extension member coupled to the cable guide tube in 
proximity to the cable outlet 
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7. (Currently aniended)The underground cable laying apparatus of claim ii 4-, 
fiiTflier comprising a cable guide coupled to the cable guide tube and displaced ftom the cable 
inlet to aid in guiding cable into the cable inlet. 

8. (Currently amended) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim H. h 
wherein the cable guide tube is curved from the cable inlet to the cable outlet. 

9. (Cuiiently amended) The underground cable laying apparatus of claini 5 h 
further comprising a turf follower spring coupled between the moimting yoke and the turf 
closure housing. 

10. (Original) The underground cable laying apparatus of cjaim 9, further 
comprising a spring tension nut positioned to vary a bias force supplied by the turf follower 
spring. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) The und e rground cable laying apporatuq of oloim 1 a 
farther oompriging 

An underground cable laving apparatus^ comprising: 
a mounting yoke,; 

a pair of angalarlv displaced turf slicing wheels totatably coupled to the m ounting 
yoke, the turf slicmg whee ls defining a forward contact area therebetween: 

a cablejaiid&mte^p osilionBd aft of flie forward contact area of tfie turf slicing wheels, 
fte cable guide tube havtuR a cable inlet and a cable outlet; and 

a cable feed guide mechanism positioned in proximity to the cable outlet, ontoriorto 
aft of tiie cable guide tube. 

12. (Original) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim 1 1, wherein the 
cable feed guide mechanism is a guide wheel having a groove aiound an outer periphery 
tfiereof sized to accommodate the cable to be laid. . 
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13. (Currently Amended) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim 12, 
fiirther comprising a guide wheel cleaning inechanism operably connected to the guide wheel 
to remove foreign debris therefrom. 

14. (Original) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim 13, wherein the 
guide wheel cleaning mechanism comprises a groove cleaning rod positioned within the 
groove of the guide wheel. 

15. (Original) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim 14, wherein the 
guide wheel cleaning mechanism further comprises wheel edge scrapers positioned along 
either side of the guide wheeL 

1 6. (Currently amended) The underground cable laying apparatus of claim il 4-, 
wherein the mounting yoke includes at least one mounting teceptaclCr 

17. (Cancelled). 

18. (CuTTBntly amended) The apparatus of claim H 17, fiirther comprising a turf 
closure assembly operably coupled to the mounting yoke and positioned relative to the pair of 
turf slicing wheels to close the slit in the tnrf opened thereby flHtorieF s& of the cable ouHet. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of clahn 1 8> wherein the turf closure assembly 
comprises a pair of turf closing wheels angulariy positioned relative to one another and 
laterally displaced from one another a distance greater than a lateral spacing at a trailing edge 
of the pair of turf slicing wheels. 

20. (Currently amended) Tho appoiatus of claim 17^ fiirth e r - ooinprlolng 

An apparatus fcr laying cable under tutf witho ut tBaviTip a visibly obvious scar 

m ftp turfi CTmpri^jjugi 

a mounting yoke |lavi^g at least one mountrog receptacle defined therein; 
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a pair of turf slicing wheels rotatablv tnounted on the mounting y oke, the turf slicing 
wheels being positioned in a diverging relationship to one another and defining a forward 
contact area therebetween for opening a slit in the tutf when the paiT_of turf slicin g wheels is 
pulled therethrough: 

a cable feed tube positioned between the pair of tur£ slicing wheels and terminating in 
a cable_out!et positioned to guide the cable into the slit opened bv the pair of turf slicing 
wheels: and 

a cable feed guide mechanism positioned antoriof aft of and vertically downward of 
the cable outlet relative to a surface of the turf to position the cable within the slit in the turf 
and to protect an outer surface of the cable jfrom scraping. 

2L (Previously presented) A method of laying cable under a lawn, comprising the 
steps of: 

lowering a pair of turf slicing wheels defining a forward contact area therebetween 
into the lawn; 

moving die pair of turf slicing wheels through die lawn to open a slit therein; 

guiding cable into the slit in the lawn; and 

closing the slit after the cable has been positioned therein. 

22. (Original) The method of claim 21, wherein the step of moving the pair of turf 
slicing wheels through tfie lawn comprises the step of moving ttie pair of turf slicing wheels 
through the lawn such that the pair of turf slicing wheels rotate. 

23 . (Original) The method of claim 21 , further C(Hnpristng tbe step of watering the 
lawn prior to the steps of lowering, moving, guiding, and closing. 

(Claims 24 and 25 cancelled). 
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